
TERESIAN NEWS Volume  23, No.1 Spring 2017 

 Every six years the worldwide Teresian Family of 
Henry de Ossó joins in prayer, reflection, and meetings in 
an event that will mark the direction of the Teresian 
charism as lived in our world during the following six years. 
We Sisters call it a Chapter: a period in the life of the     
Society which is blending with a new one. Just the thought 
of the meeting in Rome, made up of delegates from each 
of the seventeen provinces around the world speaks of 
newness, of breathing fresh air, of evaluating the present 
with the light from the past, and planning for a future,  
envisioned but not yet clearly defined . 
 In September of this year, the XVII General     
Chapter will take place in Rome, and each province,       
including our own Province of St. Francis de Sales, has    
already been preparing for that event. At the beginning of 
this Chapter Year, Sister Asunción Codes, our present    
Coordinator General, called us to work on the preparation 
for the event and presented us with the task at hand:       
“the central thread of our reflections and meetings 
throughout the year is to deepen in the newness of our 
Teresian educational charism, in its plurality of forms, and 
to reveal along with others that newness as an alternative 
way of social transformation, which generates the culture 
of encounter in the style of Jesus.” (Letter Announcing the 
Chapter, Asunción Codes, stj, September 1, 2016) 
 We take this last sentence as the object of our  
reflection here. The expression “the culture of encounter” 
has been made popular in the last few years by the words, 
and even more by the deeds, of Pope Francis. In the    
homily of his first Pentecost Sunday, he reminded us that  
“faith is an encounter with Jesus, and we must do what 
Jesus does: encounter others.” The biblical roots of the 
concept of “encounter” go as deep as the encounter of 
Moses at the burning bush, and reach a new dimension in 
the visit of Mary to Elizabeth in the Gospel of Luke. “Mary 
carries Life, and Life carries Mary out of herself toward 
service, towards joy, towards the experience of the      
compassionate love of God.”  (Mercedes L. Casas Sanchez, 
F.Sp.S., CLAR Global Plan 2015-2018) 
 Our fractured, individualistic world is indeed    
hungry for that encounter! Our world of instant            

communication has, paradoxically, left us with very few 
encounters with one another. In his pastoral exhortation 
Evangelii Gaudium, Pope Francis urges the faithful to   
renew our personal encounter with Jesus Christ. God’s 
compassionate love has preceded us, for He is always 
reaching out to us. Yet we must open ourselves to His 
seeking and respond to Him. Opening ourselves to the 
Lord of the universe leaves us vulnerable, as we scarcely 
know what to hope for or expect. 
 As we encounter God's love for us, we are called 
out to others. Pope Francis has emphasized what a real 
encounter might be, especially with those in need: we are 
invited not just to offer a coin or a bill to the beggar on 
the street, but to take the person's hand, look them in the 
eye, and accept the person as they really are: a child of 
God, a fellow traveler on the journey, no more and no 
less. This is the kind of encounter we are called to,    
wherever we go, with whatever people we meet along 
the way. 
 As we continue deepening into the spirit of this 
Chapter year, we invite all to join us in growing in the 
spirituality of encounter. If we could all do that,            
welcoming the invitation of the Spirit to go out in haste to 
meet others where they really are, finding Christ in the 
other, we will participate in creating a new humanity! 

 

Generating a Culture of Encounter 



Dear Teresian Family, 
  
As followers of Christ, we are called to generate the “culture of encounter” as Jesus did. This 
culture cannot be built just by simply wishing it or by assuming that we know what it takes and 
can make it a reality in our ways of relating any time we so desire. It presupposes that we      
ourselves have first been encountered by Jesus. This real encounter does not depend upon our 
performance but on God’s love for us. It must precede and motivate our going out “in haste”, as 
Mary went to Elizabeth, to “be Jesus” for others. He is the one who transforms us and sets our 
hearts on fire for the Kingdom, so that He may be known and loved by all. And isn’t that the  
essence of the culture of encounter we seek to generate?  
  
May you “be encountered” by our risen Lord this Easter season—in His word, in yourself and others, in every event and in 
all things! 
           God bless, 

            Sr. Gina, stj 

From the Provincial 

STJ Vocation Corner 

Do you know someone who might have a vocation? 
Contact: Sr. Clarice Suchy, STJ 
e-mail: claricestj@yahoo.com 
Phone: (210)532-7303 

Congratulations and Welcome to Our New Pre-novice, Alice Snee! 

 

 

 On January 27, 2017, the feast of St. Henry de Ossó, Alice Snee 
entered the Teresian Sisters and began the Pre-novitiate.  During mass 
celebrated by Fr. Jose Lavastida, Alice expressed her desire to begin this 
initial period of formation in the community and was formally admitted 
by Sr. Gina Geraci, Provincial.  The sisters from Prat and from the       
Provincial House community were present for the mass as were Alice’s 
parents and Sr. Beth Fitzpatrick, O. Carm, Vicar of Religious for the  
Archdiocese of New Orleans.  Everyone enjoyed a delicious celebratory 
meal after mass. 

 Alice’s spiritual director, Sr. Gloria Murillo, shares some          
reflections on Alice’s journey to this point.  “I have known Alice 
for about four years. The Spirituality Center offers free spiritual 
direction to the ‘discerners’ residing at Magnificat House, and  
Alice was one of them. At first we worked on her ongoing      
discernment to enter religious life. Eventually, I invited Alice to 
participate in one of our ‘Come and See’ retreats.  

 One of our talks that weekend was on St. Henry de Ossó.        
Immediately, Alice was attracted to St. Henry and his charism.  
He opened the spiritual door for her to begin discerning a 
call with the Teresian Sisters. As with many women in             
discernment, she struggled with her growth in holiness, but St. 
Henry continued to affirm her call to be a Teresian, and she 
never wavered from that desire. Of her many spiritual             
attributes, one of her greatest, I believe, is her immense love for 
Jesus and desire to allow Jesus to mold her into the best 
Teresian she can be.”  Congratulations, Alice! Count on our 
prayers for you. 

Alice Snee, our new Pre-novice, and the 
Teresian Sisters who live and minister in 
Louisiana 



 From January 3-7, 2017, Sr. Clarice Suchy and more than 60 students from the campus ministry program at  
UTSA (University of Texas-San Antonio) had the opportunity to participate in the SEEK 2017 conference.  SEEK is a     
conference for college students from across the United States that is sponsored by FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students).  This year more than 12,500 college students gathered in San Antonio for this 5 day            
conference with the theme “What Moves You?”  

 Each day included opportunities for mass and adoration.  
There were also special men’s and women’s sessions each morning 
followed by afternoon impact sessions on a variety of faith topics 
and the call to be disciples of Jesus in the 21st century.  Each     
evening the students also heard inspirational keynote addresses 
on evangelization and living out our faith in the world.  The        
students were encouraged to    
recognize the call to greatness 
that each of them has uniquely 
received and to courageously 
live out their faith on their  
college campuses.   For many 

of the students, one of the highlights was Thursday evening’s time of            
adoration and reconciliation.  Being with so many young people in prayer     
before the Blessed Sacrament was a truly moving experience.   
 The young adults from UTSA who attended SEEK 2017 returned to their 
campus inspired and on fire to spread the gospel and be agents of              
transformation. Several new small group Bible studies and other                  
evangelization activities are now bearing fruit in the lives of other students at 
UTSA who are being reached by those who attended SEEK. 

SEEK 2017 Conference 



Gathering of Sisters in Active Ministry in San Antonio 

 As part of our preparation for the XVII General Chapter, many of the sisters who 
are involved in active ministry gathered in San Antonio from February 24-26 to reflect on 

our call as educators and to explore how we can respond to the 
needs of our time through our educational mission.  The gathering 
began with supper on Friday evening followed by a documentary on 
the value of educating  girls in developing countries.  On Saturday 
the sisters reflected on and discussed various topics including       
education for justice, education for global citizenship, education for 
emotional and spiritual intelligence and service learning.  On Sunday 
the sisters attended the morning mass at UTSA and had the            
opportunity to meet some of the students involved in campus      
ministry.  The meeting was a    

fruitful time of reflection and sharing which will help to 
inform our decisions and proposals for the upcoming 
Provincial and General Chapters.  We ask for your 
prayers as we continue this important time of              
discernment and planning in the life and mission of the 
Society of St. Teresa of Jesus. 

Spotlight on a Successful Partnership in Uvalde 

 For over 25 years, the St. Henry de Ossó Family Project, a sponsored ministry of the Teresian Sisters, has 
affirmed the power and worth inherent in every human being. Dedicated staff members, volunteers, and       
community partners continue to empower families and individuals to discover and achieve their full potential 
through education, counseling and spiritual support. The tutoring program is the centerpiece of this program. 
 Volunteer tutors from all walks of life in Uvalde, TX, have been donating their time and energy at the St. 
Henry de Ossó Family Center to create an education safety net that catches at-risk students before they fall 
through the cracks. The tutoring program busses in 21 students from local elementary schools to meet with    
tutors from 3:30-5:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday. Following each session, the children are bussed home. 
This personalized service, provided by 
Uvalde ISD, has been key in achieving a 
near 100% attendance rate. One-on-one 
sessions with tutors include help with 
whatever subject a particular student is 
having trouble with or homework for that 
day. Among the volunteers are Uvalde’s 
city manager and his wife as well as active 
and retired teachers; local college students 
are paid $10 an hour, a way to assist both 
them and the children they tutor. 
 The cost to tutor one child a week 
is $40, or $720 per semester—and it’s all 
done through donations. If you are         
interested in joining the program or donating to support it, please call SHOFP’s main office at (830)278-3438. 
Your investment will have life-changing returns! 
This article is an excerpt from the Uvalde Leader-News article, “Tutoring Program Needs Funds, Help” by Logan Garnett, General Manager, from an interview with Kim 

Huffstutler, SHOFP Board President.  

Students from Anthon and Dalton Elementary Schools display their certificates of 
achievement they received at school following their participation in the tutoring 
program at  the St. Henry de Ossó Family Project. 



CIT on the Teresian Family– Taking Another Step 

 From January 14-February 14, I was 
privileged to participate in the CIT on the 
Teresian Family in Avila, Spain. Thirteen sisters 
and twenty-nine lay people participated in this 
course as we reflected on how we are called to 
give answers to the new challenges that         
confront our world. We deepened in the sense 
of the Teresian Family, and we advanced in the 
joint reflection of who we are and the different 
ways people are a part of the Teresian Family.  
We strengthened our spirituality, created new 
bonds, and grew in awareness that our life of 

Teresian prayer is what sustains our dynamism, growth and commitment to building the Kingdom of God. 
 Being in Avila helped us to connect with our Teresian roots, with the spirit of Teresa and Henry, and with the 
Teresian Family Tree that is at the service of the Kingdom of God and the knowledge and love of Jesus. We are grateful for 
the life of Teresa and Henry, "the life they have transmitted and continue to transmit," which  inspires us to continue    
transmitting it to many more.  Thanks to them, we have a passion for Jesus and we are urged to build a better world for all 
humanity.  We are called to continue to walk together and find ways to deepen our spirituality, share charism and mission, 
and build networks with others so that we can better respond to the needs of our world today. I thank God and my Teresian 
Family for the opportunity to live this experience of  family.  May we continue to give our lives to Jesus and His Kingdom and 
be witnesses of his love and grace.  All for Jesus and his Teresa! 
          -Ana Luisa Ortega 

 The community in Miami has been answering the call of the Society to try to build stronger bonds with our 
Teresian Family. We held three different celebrations in honor of St. Henry’s feast day. At the first celebration  we invited  
representatives from our alumni association and the Friends of Jesus and Mary’s leaders to be a part of our Teresian     
Associates.  Each invited member has been deeply committed to our spirituality and to making Jesus known and loved, as 
St. Henry wanted. The second celebration was held with a very enthusiastic group of alumnae from our Nicaraguan 
schools, who belong to the Teresians in Action group and to the Teresian Apostolic Movement. The third celebration was 
with the leaders of the Friends of Jesus and Mary, a group deeply rooted in the spirituality of Fr. Henry.  We thank God for 
each one of them, and we plan to keep on growing, with His grace and help. 

Celebrating and Growing the Teresian Family in Miami 

Left and above:  Associates 
Right top:  Leaders of Friends 
of Jesus and Mary 
Right bottom: Teresians in 
Action and TAM 



  

Retreat Ministry in Covington 

 On February 23, a group of about eighty women from Mary, Queen Peace Parish 
gathered at the Teresian Spirituality Center for a day of reflection. The weather was      
beautiful, the grounds were peaceful, and that helped the participants to enter the retreat 
with a prayerful attitude. Msgr. Bill Bilinsky developed the theme: "A Closer Walk with     
Jesus." He began by inviting everyone to develop a closer relationship with the Lord. Even 

for those of us who are already 
walking close to the Lord, this 
is a lifelong  journey. We need 
to deal with life in life's terms. 
Sometimes we find God in the 
blessings of life, and when 
things get tough, we ask the 
Lord to help us.  When we're 
worried, we need to place our 

lives in the Lord's hands. God takes care of the lilies of the field and the birds of the air, and 
he will surely take care of us. We had a beautiful Eucharistic celebration 
which ended with the song: "Just a Closer Walk with Thee." Everyone  
returned home renewed, refreshed, and with a greater desire to grow 
closer to the Lord during this Lent. 
 On Saturday, March 11, the Teresian Sisters sponsored a Lenten 
Retreat for their associates and friends with the theme: "Change My 
Heart." Sr. Angeles gave a reflection on "The Samaritan Woman" and Sr. 
Marina gave a reflection on "The Washing of the Feet." Fr. Damian 
Hinojosa, from St. Joseph Seminary College, celebrated the Eucharist with 
us. It was a beautiful day! 

Preparing to Work with Refugees in Greece 

 We welcome Sr. Ana Royo from the Province of St. Teresa in 
Spain.  As part of the Society’s desire to answer Pope Francis’ call to 
respond to the refugee crisis, Sr. Ana spent some time in Greece at a 
refugee camp in 2016.  There she recognized the need and felt a call to 
be part of an inter-congregational initiative to provide services to the 
refugees.  She is currently taking intensive English classes at the        
University of New Orleans so that she can better serve the needs of our 
brothers and sisters.  We are blessed to have Sr. Ana sharing her life 
and experiences with the sisters at Prat.  

Sr. Ana Royo with some of the refugee children and families 
in Greece. 



 

Para ayudar a las Hermanas que están retiradas  

 y a nuestras obras apostolicas 

 30 de abril 2017 

Centro Parroquial de la Iglesia Sta. Agatha 

(después de la Misa de la 1:00 p.m.)  

1111 SW 107 Ave.  

Miami, FL                      

Donación: $20.00                       Hermanas Teresianas 

                                                                     Tel: 305-753-9271 
   

 

Bingo a Beneficio de las Hnas. Teresianas 
The Teresian Sisters and the Teresians in 

Action in Miami invite you to their     

annual bingo benefitting the apostolic 

works of the Teresian Sisters. Come and 

enjoy an afternoon of fun, where you can 

win outstanding prizes. There will be five 

games where the winner gets $100.00 and 

one of $500.00. Visa Cards and Publix 

and Winn-Dixie cards are also part of the 

prizes.    Besides playing bingo you can 

buy wonderful items from our boutique 

and enjoy a delicious meal while you help 

the Sisters to spread God’s love. 

Sunday, June 4, 2017 

Donation     At the Door 
$30.00                $35.00 

Announcing our new website!!! 
 

www.teresiansisters.org 

 
Be sure to visit us and come back often as we are in the process 

of building and updating. 

Please feel free to leave your prayer requests and comments. 



Society of St. Teresa of Jesus 

Teresian Sisters 

18080 St. Joseph Way 

Covington, LA  70435-5623 

Save the Date 
April  22 
Annual Raffle, Covington 
 
April 30   
Teresian Family Bingo, Miami, 2 pm 
 
May 7 
Sr. Marina Aranzabal’s-Golden Jubilee  
Mary Queen of Peace, Mandeville, 11:30 am 
 
May 27 
Offering of Flowers to Mary, Miami, 3 pm 
 
June 4  
Rock N Bowl, New Orleans, 6 pm 
 
October 15    
Family Day in Covington, 11 am 
 
October 22 
Teresian Alumni Luncheon, Miami, 11 am 
 
November 19  
Family Day in San Antonio, 3 pm 

Special thanks to Kraig Schexnayder of DocuCenter who has helped 
make this newsletter possible.  

Your generous donations help us to make Jesus known and loved in 
our world today. 

Mission Statement 
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de Ossó, 

we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated women  
who collaborate with others in bringing forth the reign of God. 

Through prayer, education and evangelization, 
we seek to know and love Jesus  

and to make Him known and loved by all. 
We are called to be prophetic signs of God’s merciful love: 

protecting Creation,  
proclaiming the dignity of all people,  

and defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and marginalized. 
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New Orleans, LA 

Contact us at 985-893-1470  
  

Be sure to visit our NEW website 
www.teresiansisters.org 


