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St. Teresa of Jesus in the Jubilee Year of Mercy
“Oh my Lord, my Mercy, and my Good!" (Meditation on the Song of Songs, 4:9)
As we journey through this Jubilee of Mercy, it
seems fitting to reflect upon St. Teresa and her
experience of God as mercy itself. In all she did, in all
she said and in all she wrote, Teresa desired nothing
more than to glorify the God of great mercy and love.
She wrote for one reason and for one reason only:
“My intention is to make known His mercies that His
name may be more praised and glorified." (Interior
Castle, VII, 1.1)
Teresa’s greatest desire was to let others
know that God wants to forgive us, not in spite of our
weaknesses but because of them. God begins to offer
mercy before we even seek it: "The soul should trust
in the goodness of God, which is greater than all the
evils we are capable of. And He does not remember
our ingratitude when we, although knowing about it,
desire to return to His friendship...Souls should
remember His words and see what He did with me;
before I grew tired of offending Him, His Majesty
began to pardon me. He never tires of giving, nor can
He exhaust His mercies. Let us not tire of receiving.
May He be blessed forever and may all things praise
Him." (Life, Ch. 19:15)
How did St. Teresa come to understand the
depth and breadth and beauty of the God of mercy?
She understood because she experienced the divine
love of God; she had been enveloped by Mercy itself,
and it changed her
life. She could not
help but proclaim
God and His infinite
mercy, because she
knew it was His
mercy that formed
her and gave her
life. This task filled

her every breath – to shout
from the rooftops that God’s
name truly is Mercy: "I often
marveled to think of the
great goodness of God, and
my soul delighted in seeing
His
amazing magnificence
and mercy. May He be
blessed by all, for I have seen
clearly that He does not fail
to repay, even in this life,
every good desire. As
miserable and imperfect as my deeds were, this Lord
of mine improved and perfected them and gave
them value, and the evils and sins He then hid…He
gilds my faults; the Lord makes a virtue shine that He
himself places in me—almost forcing me to have
it." (Life, Ch. 4:10)
Teresa wanted all to understand that once
you encounter Mercy, you live mercy. There is no
other choice. Forgiving others is not a superficial
act—it is a reflection of divine Mercy. "I cannot
believe that a person who comes so close to Mercy
itself, where he realizes what he is and the great deal
God has pardoned him of, would fail to pardon his
offender immediately, in complete ease, and with a
readiness to remain on very good terms with him.
Such a person is mindful of the gift and favor granted
by God, by which he saw signs of great love; and he
rejoices that an opportunity is offered whereby he
can show the Lord some love." (Way of Perfection,
Ch. 36:12)
This is the God Teresa knew; this is the God
she wanted every soul to encounter!

From the Provincial
Dear Teresian Family,
I pray you and your loved ones are enjoying the abundant life promised us by the Lord
this joyous Easter season! As we reflect upon the Resurrection, we are reminded that God
never fails–His love is stronger than death itself.
I want to express our deepest appreciation for all of you, the many members of our
Teresian Family who have called, prayed, offered help and donated generously during our
time of need. Your love and support are priceless! We are grateful that the flooding was not any worse, and
are mindful that many others are still working to repair homes and lives in the aftermath of March 11 th. Please
continue to keep all flood victims in your prayers, and be assured of our prayers for you each day.
God bless,
Sr. Gina Geraci, STJ

A New Home in San Antonio
On March 5, 2016 St. Teresa’s Community moved into their new home
in San Antonio. Sisters Amelia Ibarra, Maritza Cisneros, Judy Roxborough and
Clarice Suchy have been busy these past few months settling into the new
house and getting things ready for the blessing of the new house which will
take place on May 15.
We are grateful for our new
home which is all on one level, has a
spacious chapel, 6 bedrooms, an open
floor plan and a large yard. Our sisters
from St. Francis Nursing Home will be
able to enjoy the house and move
around easily when they visit. We have
plenty of space to welcome guests to our
home and we are enjoying our quiet and
friendly neighborhood located close to
Blessed Sacrament Parish and Oblate
School of Theology.
The sisters are particularly grateful to Domingo Setien and Jim
Wuneberger for all their assistance and help with remodeling the house
and helping us to get moved in.
The
sisters’
new
address is Teresian Sisters,
206 Beechwood Lane, San
Antonio, TX 78216.
The
community phone number
remains the same(210) 532-7303.

Historic Flooding in Covington, Louisiana
Covington, Louisiana, Friday, March 11, 2016. The torrential rains had passed the night before and the new
drainage pump in the patio of our Teresian Spirituality Center had done its job. The sandbags placed by the doors had been
so much extra security. Morning dawned sunny and bright—all was well.
Later that day, Sr. Dolores Espinoza, STJ, was driving out of the property on her
way to evening mass when she saw water covering the main road. Since it had not rained
during the day, she was puzzled as to its source, but seeing a car in the distance turn
around and go back, she decided to do the same in case she would be unable to return
later. As she approached the “cathedral under the trees”—the place where we celebrate
our annual Family Day Mass—she noticed something in the woods. The Bogue Falaya
River, nearly a mile away at St. Joseph Abbey, had crested its 20 foot bank and was headed
directly toward her. As a wall of water rolled out onto the fields, she stopped on the road
to call her provincial. By the time she hung up, the water was already under her car.
Sr. Dolores spoke briefly to a neighbor who had ridden over on his four-wheeler to
check on the sisters, then remembered our guest, a young lady from Byelorussia, in town
to sell icons at area churches that weekend. She hurried to the center and found the water
had already entered the house. The young woman was standing in the kitchen not knowing
what to do. The two then drove to the Provincial House on the “higher side” of the
property where they waited out the flood.
Sr. Dolores was amazed at how quickly the water came and covered the property. Throughout the evening, she
recalls, she watched the water as it came into the yard of the Provincial House and up to the sidewalk of the office building;
occasionally she checked the other structures for signs of flooding. The water continued to advance until nightfall. Since
nothing more could be done and she needed to be rested to face the following day, she went to bed. By morning, the
waters had receded and it appeared as if nothing had happened—that is, until she went inside the retreat center. As best
we can tell, at least a foot of water left its mark there and six inches in the kitchen
cafeteria. The force of the water also moved the dumpster several yards down Avila Lane!
God blessed us with a team of qualified workmen and the repair of the center—
which consists of 33 rooms, including 13 bedrooms—began immediately the following
Monday. At this writing, six weeks have passed and a lot has been accomplished but there
is still more to be done. Here are some details:








Cutting out and replacing 2 feet of sheetrock and insulation
throughout the house, painting walls, and disassembling,
varnishing, and reassembling cabinets, including supplies and
labor, will cost over $75,000.
Professional mold prevention will cost nearly $4,000.
Professional carpet removal and installation of “waterproof”
flooring (so handy in Southeast Louisiana!) is estimated at
approximately $20,000.
Mold remediation needs to done in the kitchen cafeteria and 2
feet of paneling around the room needs to be replaced.
The cost of other items, including replacement of damaged
plywood doors and particle board furniture, restoration of
wooden furniture, inspection of pipes, drains, AC/Heating
systems, and cleaning supplies is still to be determined.

We are so grateful for the many people who prayed with us over several days for the
safety of our friends and neighbors and for the waters to recede. We particularly thank
those who volunteered or gave their financial support to begin the lengthy task of cleanup
and repairs. Please consider sending a gift to help us finish what we have begun, and know
that your assistance will be deeply appreciated. God bless you!
Top right: The beginning of the flood waters taking over the property near Avila Center.
Left: Work in progress in the Chapel in Avila Center and the hallway of the retreat center.

VISITING THE SICK AND THE DYING
I had just returned from Covington in February when my sisters told me that a lady
had called requesting a visit for her mother, Ester Rangel, who had Lou Gehrig’s disease and
had been a student in one of our Teresian schools. I called and made an appointment to
visit. When I got to their house I was welcomed by her daughter, brother and niece. They
told me the doctors didn’t expect Ester to live more than a week. She was already under
Hospice care.
I talked with the family for a while, and they told me they were from Cuba. After the
revolution, Ester had sent her children to live with their grandmother in Costa Rica. After
many years, Ester was able to leave Cuba and the family came to Miami. Ester had been a very active person who
was still working 3 months before, and she had asked them to locate the Teresian Sisters who had been her
teachers, because she wanted to talk to one of them. After some searching they had located and contacted us.
When they took me to Ester’s room she was heavily sedated because of the terrible pain she was suffering.
I told Ester I was a Teresian Sister who had come to visit her and asked her where she had studied so I could
contact some of her teachers and friends. She didn’t move. I told her that Jesus loved her and that He was there by
her side to comfort her in her suffering. We were praying for a while and then I told her we were going to sing a
song I was sure she used to sing at school. So I started to sing Teresa bendita, the song that all the Teresian Cubans
sing whenever they meet in Miami. I could see Ester trying to open her eyes but she couldn’t. I told her that Saint
Teresa and Saint Henry de Ossó would stay and take care of her.
The next day her daughter called me to let me know that Ester had opened her eyes and the first thing she
had said with a strong voice was: “Soy Teresiana de la Habana”. I recommended the daughter call the parish so
that she could receive the anointing of the sick. The priest came and after two days she went to the Father’s
house. The daughter told me the family was so grateful to the Sisters for the education and the values planted in
their mother’s life.
I am always amazed and praise God for the seed that was planted in Cuba. I have seen it grow in Miami in
the ladies that come to our house and in the ones that we visit in their homes and hospitals. For them to gather
and remember their friends and teachers, their songs and prayers is so important. They are so proud of being part
of the Teresian family. I am blessed to see the fruits produced by the work of the sisters with the people of Cuba
before the revolution and I thank the Lord for giving me the opportunity to receive so much for the little service I
give to them.
Sr. Bertha Montiel, STJ

Young Haitians with Big Dreams
Sr. Marina just returned from her 5th trip to Haiti. During
her visit, she took time to visit with Fritz Milien and his
family. Fritz comes from a small town in rural Haiti. His
father is a small farmer and his mother sells farm products
in the local market. With the help of a scholarship provided
by some of the friends of the Teresian Sisters, Fritz is
finishing his second year in Agronomy at the Universite de
Fondwa. Fritz has two younger sisters: Shena and Shella.
They are 21 years old and they work as teacher's assistants
at the small parish school in Dessources. They make about
$100.00 a month. They also dream about going to college.
Shena would like to study business and Shella would like to
study nursing or medicine. They hope that their dreams
may one day come true.

Teresian Family Bingo in Miami
This year's bingo took place on April 10th, at St. Agatha's Catholic Church Parish Center in Miami. It was a successful and fun event enjoyed by all. We are truly grateful for the help of our Nicaraguan alumni who form the
group Teresians in Action. Their generosity and time helped to make this day possible.

Cuban Alumnae Luncheon, Miami, FL
At the alumnae luncheon on October 25, we celebrated 100 years of
the foundation of Teresian presence in Cuba. Many of the alumnae
from our schools in Cuba—and other countries, too—were present
and enjoyed this special centennial celebration. Sr. Angeles Muniz,
STJ (bottom left) addressed the group that gathered for the
celebration.

Teresian Family Day in San Antonio, TX

Teresian Family Day in Covington, LA

STJ Vocation Corner

Called to Serve
For over a year, three young women have been visiting the Teresian Sisters
while discerning a call to serve God and the Church. Together with the
sisters, they have participated in different retreats and activities, such as
the Batesville mission and the pilgrimage to Avila (Spain). Kyra Cook and
Alice Snee are now affiliates with the Teresian Sisters and are preparing to
enter the congregation in the near future. Jenni Anderson entered the
Discalced Carmelite Monastery in Terre Haute, Indiana on April 3. We
continue praying for them as they strive to follow Jesus wherever he may
lead them.

Do you know someone who might have a vocation?
Contact: Sr. Clarice Suchy, STJ
e-mail: claricestj@yahoo.com
Phone: (210)532-7303

Grant Writing Workshops in Mexico City and Buenos Aires
Sr. Isabel Ordono gave two workshops on grant writing to Teresian Sisters and lay people who work with
the sisters in Mexico City on February 19-21 and in Buenos Aires on March 4-6. The purpose of the workshops
was to give them training on how to write grants and information about various foundations that are willing to
fund projects that help the poor. This will hopefully further our Teresian ministry in various places in Central and
South America.
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Mission Statement
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de Ossó,
we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated women
who collaborate with others in bringing forth the reign of God.
Through prayer, education and evangelization,
we seek to know and love Jesus
and to make Him known and loved by all.
We are called to be prophetic signs of God’s merciful love:
protecting Creation,
proclaiming the dignity of all people,
and defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and marginalized.

Contact us at 985-893-1470 and www.teresians.us
or visit our new website www.teresiansisters.org
(Coming soon!)
Your generous donations help us to make Jesus known and loved in
our world today.
Special thanks to Kraig Schexnayder of DocuCenter who has helped
make this newsletter possible.

Save the Dates 2016
May 14
May 28

Annual Raffle
Offering of Flowers to
Mary (Miami)
June 5
Rock-n-Bowl
(New Orleans)
June 8-18 Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pilgrimage to Italy (English)
June 11-18 Batesville Mission
Sept.12-21 Jubilee Year of Mercy
Pilgrimage to Italy (Spanish)
Oct. 16
Teresian Family Day
(Covington)
Oct. 23
Teresian Alumni Luncheon
(Miami)
Nov. 20
Teresian Family Day (San
Antonio)

