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People on Fire
Avila was barely waking up on the morning of
August 24, 1562. A church bell never heard before in the
vicinity was announcing that Mass was about to begin in
the small convent of St. Joseph. Teresa’s dream was finally
becoming a reality. The Church, Teresa’s great love, was
being gifted that day with a new venture: a small group of
four women were going to receive the habit of the newly
reformed Carmelite nuns. For Teresa “it was like being in
glory.” (L. 36, 6).
How did it all start? What had been Teresa’s
reason for the revolutionary move? After all she had been
happy at the convent of the Incarnation for the last 28
years. What brought her to believe that God’s will was at
stake? Our purpose today is not to make history of this
pivotal page of Teresa’s life. We bring it up with the sole
purpose of allowing ourselves be burned by the fire in her
heart.
In previous articles we have
talked about how the love of
neighbor is a sign that we possess
the love of God. Let us explore
today how that love for others
became a consuming fire for Teresa.
The reformation had cut a
deep tear in the fabric of the
Church. Teresa felt deep pain as she
looked at the reality around her.
What could she do to help remedy
the situation? The question burned
in her soul. God provided the answer: “At that time news
reached me of the harm being done in France and of the
havoc the Lutherans had caused… The news distressed me
greatly, and, as though I could do something or were
something, I cried to the Lord and begged Him that I might
remedy so much evil. It seemed to me that I would have
given a thousand lives to save one soul of the many that
were being lost there… I resolved to do the little that was
in my power; that is, to follow the evangelical counsels as
perfectly as I could and strive that these few persons who
live here do the same.” (W.P. 1, 2)
Those same desires were stirred some time later

by her conversation with Fr. Alonso Maldonado. “He had
recently come back from the Indies. He began to tell me
about the many millions of souls that were being lost
there for want of Christian instruction… I cried out to the
Lord, begging Him that He give me the means to be able
to do something to win some souls to His service… I was
very envious of those who for love of our Lord were able
to be engaged in winning souls, though they might suffer
a thousand deaths… for it seems to me that He prizes a
soul that through our diligence and prayer we gain for
Him, through His mercy, more than all the services we
can render Him.” (F. 1, 7)
What would Teresa tell us today if she could
watch the daily news on television or read our
newspapers? The situation of our world is not any better
than it was in her days. “The world is all in flames, they
want to sentence Christ again… they want to ravage His
Church… This is not the time to be discussing with God
matters that have little importance.” (W.P. 1, 5)
Zeal for the interests of Jesus, in the expression
so often used by St. Henry de Ossó, is our most urgent
need today. After all, the mission of our Teresian Family
is to spread the knowledge and love of Jesus through the
entire world. How will we do this? What is God asking of
us? Teresa is eager to share her fire with us. Let us draw
close to her and be consumed in her flame. Let us
become people on fire for the interests of Jesus. This
could be our most powerful challenge for this Centennial
Year and beyond.
-Sr. Angeles Sendin

A Lot Has Changed in 100 Years…

From the Provincial

Anniversaries are always a time of reminiscing about the past. Because we Teresians are
celebrating a very special anniversary of 100 years in Louisiana, I invite you to look back at the last 100
years to see how the Teresian world grew during that time. We began as educators in New Orleans with St.
Louis Cathedral School in 1915, adding the Teresian Institute for Girls there in 1926. In 1958, we founded
Our Lady Help of Christians in Jennings and St. Lawrence the Martyr in Westgate/Kenner, adding
St. Matthew the Apostle in Little Farms/River Ridge in 1960. (Have we reached your birth year yet?) The
next year Teresians also went to Raceland, founding Nativity of Mary. Moving to the north shore in 1980,
we helped found Pope John Paul II High School in Slidell. In 1991, the Teresians went to Mary Magdalen in Metairie, and
in 2002, to Annunciation in Bogalusa. A wonderful century of Teresian ministry in schools in Louisiana!
Sisters have also worked for various lengths of time at other parochial and inter-congregational schools over the
years: Maria Goretti (Lake Arthur); St. Michael’s Special School (New Orleans); Our Lady of Lourdes (Slidell); St. Peter
(Covington); St. Scholastica (Mandeville); Mary Queen of Peace (Mandeville), and St. Margaret Mary (Slidell). Parish and
catechetical work was done at St. John the Baptist (Folsom); Our Lady of Lavang Mission (New Orleans) and Mary Queen
of Vietnam Parish (New Orleans East). One sister served many years at the Archdiocesan Vocation Office, as well.
Currently Teresian Sisters minister in the Archdiocese of New Orleans at the parishes of Blessed Seelos and Mary Queen
of Peace, and at St. Mary’s Academy, as well as in the Archdiocesan Spirituality Center.
It fills our hearts with joy to recall this journey in Louisiana and all the wonderful people we have come to know
and love. Much has changed during these past 100 years, but one thing has never changed: you are a part of our Family,
not just when you’re here with us, but all the time. You, the members of the Teresian Family, always have a very special
place in our hearts!
-Sr. Gina Geraci, STJ

STJ Vocation Corner

On January 24, Kyra Cook Celebrating St. Henry de Ossó in Miami
and Alice Snee became
affiliates with the Teresian Sisters during a special mass and
Members of the Teresian Family gathered on
celebration in honor of St. Henry de Ossó in Covington, three different days at the convent to celebrate the Feast
Louisiana. Their families and friends as well as many Day of St. Henry de Ossó. The leaders of the prayer groups
Teresian Associates and friends of the sisters were present
of the Friends of Jesus
for the celebration.
Mary and the Teresians in
An affiliate is a woman who is seriously discerning
Action
enjoyed
the
whether God is calling her to religious life as a Teresian
presentations made by
Sister. During this time Kyra and Alice will be visiting the
Sisters Berta Montiel and
Prat Community in New Orleans and the Provincial House
Lourdes Davila about the
Community in Covington on a regular basis. They will be
life and works of St. Henry.
praying with the communities and learning more about St.
A mass was celebrated in
Teresa, St. Henry de Ossó and the Teresian charism as they
St. Henry’s honor on
continue to prayerfully discern God’s call for them. We
January 27th.
invite you to join the Teresian Sisters in praying for Kyra and
Alice and for several other young women who are in the
One member wrote, “Our
beginning stages of discernment. May they have open and
first activity, which was in
generous hearts as they listen for God’s will in their lives.
the chapel, was truly
emotional. One by one we
knelt at the altar, touched our Founder Father’s picture
and prayed for our individual intentions as well as gave
thanks for the blessing of being together. After that, Sister
Lourdes divided everyone into three teams, giving each
group ten cards that illustrated Fr. Henry’s missions, his
love for children and his founding of the Society of St.
Teresa of Jesus. We sang songs and took turns reading
aloud the account of his canonization process and the
cures attributed to him. All of us were amazed by his
Do you know someone who might have a vocation?
Contact: Sr. Clarice Suchy, STJ
divine miracles. Father Henry’s All for Jesus moves our
e-mail: claricestj@yahoo.com
hearts every day to think, feel, love, act and speak as Jesus
Phone: (210)532-7303
did.”

You Can Help Make Dreams Come True
Sr. Marina Aranzabal met 24 year old Fritz Milien three years ago in Haiti. He had graduated
from high school and was working small jobs to save money for college. Through a part-time job
teaching English at his parish school he earned about $100.00 a month and helped his two younger
sisters to finish High School. Last August, we were able to offer him a small scholarship ($500.00) that
would cover his tuition for one semester. With the help of some of our friends, Fritz was able to rent a
small room for $20.00 a month and to have a little money for meals. Fritz is now studying Agronomy at
the Universite de Fondwa (UNIF- USA), a small Catholic university that trains rural Haitians so they can
return to their communities to improve the life in the countryside.
Sisters Maritza Cisneros and Judy Roxborough minister at La Casita Learning Center in San
Antonio. The center, part of Visitation House Ministries, is sponsored by the Incarnate Word Sisters
and offers free GED, ESL, and computer classes to women. Help with college courses is also offered as needed. It has been a
very humbling experience to watch these courageous women who come from difficult situations, work so hard, against so
many obstacles, to struggle to better their education so that they can make a better life for their children and for
themselves. Last January, the GED test became much more difficult and more expensive. The total test now costs a
minimum of $135, with the result that some students are unable to afford the test, even when it appears they are ready to
take it. They delay testing, trying to save money for each part of the test; retakes, if necessary, add to that cost.
If you would like to help Fritz Milien, the women who come to La Casita, or others with whom the Teresian Sisters
minister achieve their educational dreams, we invite you to make a contribution to the Teresian Sisters’ Fund for Christian
Education. You can earmark your gift for La Casita, Fritz Milien or leave it open to the discretion of the sisters. God bless
you for your generosity!
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Mission Statement
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de Ossó,
we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated women
who collaborate with others in bringing forth the reign of God.
Through prayer, education and evangelization,
we seek to know and love Jesus
and to make Him known and loved by all.
We are called to be prophetic signs of God’s merciful love:
protecting Creation,
proclaiming the dignity of all people,
and defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and marginalized.

Contact us at 985-893-1470 and www.teresians.us
or visit our new website www.teresiansisters.org
(Coming March 2015!)
Your generous donations help us to make Jesus known and loved in
our world today.
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make this newsletter possible.
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Save the Dates 2015
MARCH 21: Abbey Youth Fest
(Covington)

MARCH 22: 100th Anniversary
Celebration at St. Louis Cathedral,
11:00 am mass
MARCH 28: Celebration in Honor of St.
Teresa (Covington)
APRIL 25: Morning of Reflection on St.
Teresa (Miami)
APRIL 28-May 7: Pilgrimage to Spain
and Lourdes (Spanish)
MAY 3: 100th Anniversary Celebration
at Mary Queen of Peace, 9:30 am mass
MAY 31: Rock-n-Bowl (New Orleans)
JUNE 8-18: Pilgrimage to Spain and
Lourdes (English)
August 2: Teresian Family Bingo
(Miami)

