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V Centennial of Teresa’s Birth an Opportunity for Renewal
Just a few months ago, the Spanish bishops
gathered in Rome for their first “ad limina” visit with Pope
Francis. Together they reviewed the social, moral and
spiritual issues they face in their dioceses, as well as some
special projects relevant to the new evangelization. It was
in that context that Msgr. Jesus Garcia Burillo, Bishop of
Avila, presented to the Holy Father the plan for the
upcoming V Centennial of St. Teresa´s birth. This event can
–and hopefully will- effect in the Church the same spiritual
and ecclesial renewal that Teresa brought about five
centuries ago.
In Msgr. Garcia Burillo´s words, “the four pathways
of the Teresian renewal are as valid and necessary in our
Church today as they were in the 1500´s.” He refers to the
pathways of prayer, community life, humility and a
missionary spirit.
In the next several issues of All for Jesus we would
like to share with all of our Teresian Family some of
Teresa´s thoughts on each one of these vital pillars of the
Teresian spirituality. Our Church and our world need to
listen to her message and her witness.
Prayer : Friendship with Jesus
Teresa´s invitation to prayer is as basic as our
human need to love and to be loved. Who does not need a
friend? In the book of her Life, she
explains her understanding of prayer.
She recounts how she has
rediscovered the relationship with the
human Christ after a difficult space in
her life, when some of the spiritual
authors she was reading advised her
to shun the humanity of Jesus as an
impediment to her union with God.
“O Lord of my soul and my Good,
Jesus Christ crucified! At no time do I
recall this opinion I had without
feeling pain; it seems to me I became
a dreadful traitor—although it was in ignorance.” (Life 22, 3)
From this point on in her life, Jesus, the Friend,
becomes the center of Teresa´s spirituality. “…in seeing

You at my side I saw all blessings. There is no trial that it
wasn’t good for me to suffer once I looked at You as You
were, standing before the judges. Whoever lives in the
presence of so good a friend and excellent a leader, who
went ahead of us to be the first to suffer, can endure all
things. The Lord helps us, strengthens us, and never fails;
He is a true friend.” (L. 22, 6) “Blessed are they who truly
love Him and always keep Him at their side!” (L. 22, 7)
It is this experience of the Friend who lives in the
innermost room of the interior castle that Teresa shares
with us as she urges us to consider the nature and the
importance of prayer. She pleads, “Whoever has not
begun the practice of prayer, I beg for the love of the
Lord not to go without so great a good. There is nothing
here to fear but only something to desire because....at
least a person will come to understand the road leading
to heaven. And if one perseveres, I trust then in the
mercy of God, who never fails to repay anyone who has
taken Him for a friend. For mental prayer in my opinion is
nothing else than an intimate sharing between friends; it
means taking time frequently to be alone with Him who
we know loves us.” (L. 8, 5)
Friendship is the essence of the Teresian prayer:
two friends spending time together, lovingly gazing at
each other in silence, sharing deeply… “I’m not asking you
now that you think about Him or that you draw out a lot
of concepts or make long and subtle reflections with your
intellect. I’m not asking you to do anything more than
look at Him…If you are joyful look at Him as risen…If you

are experiencing trials or are sad, behold
Him on the way to the garden…or behold
Him bound to the column…or behold Him
burdened with the cross…He will look at you
with those eyes so beautiful and compassionate, filled with tears; He will forget His
sorrows so as to console you in yours.” (Way
of Perfection 26, 3-5)
Teresa assures us that our
relationship with our friend Jesus in prayer
will slowly but surely transform us into
Himself. She tells us, “Have great
confidence, for it is necessary not to hold
back one’s desires, but to believe in God
that if we try we shall little by little, even
though it may not be soon, reach the state
the saints did with His help.” (L. 13,2) “What
a good friend you make, my Lord! ...You wait
for others to adapt to Your nature, and in
the meanwhile You put up with theirs! (L.8,
6)
This transformation into “another
Jesus” was the dream of St. Henry de Ossó
for our Teresian Family. He tells us that this
is our goal: “To think, to feel, to love as
Christ Jesus did; to act and to speak as He
did; in a word, to conform our whole life to
His, to put on Christ.” (Documents of
Perfection, 2)
In these coming months as we
continue our preparation for the
V Centennial of Teresa’s birth let us
consciously take time to deepen our
friendship with Jesus so that He can
transform us into the witnesses and
missionaries that our world so desperately
needs today.
-Sr. Angeles Sendin, STJ

From the Provincial

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!

With these words we joyfully greet the dawn of a new day for humanity:
Easter Sunday, the celebration of Christ’s victory over sin and death.
Christ has set us free—free to love God and others, free to serve God in
others. Jesus’ mission that was finished on the cross Good Friday has become our mission. We have been commissioned by Christ to “go out to all
the world and tell the good news.” We are sent in His
name through the power of His Spirit to welcome and
feed, heal and forgive, love and serve. Easter is more
than just a day or even a season—it is a way of living.
What we profess in faith, let us express in deeds.
Alleluia!
-Sr. Gina Geraci, STJ

Community in Miami: A Place of Welcome
Nothing in our lives has meaning
if we are not touching people’s hearts,
which is what we hope happens in our
home in Miami. When people think of
Miami they think of sunlight, colorful
vegetation, a gateway to the Americas
and a center of international business.
Here we see faces from around the world
and people of all shapes and sizes. Like
the city itself, we want our house to be a place where all are welcome.
A place of welcome means a place where everyone is heard,
where hearts are healed, where everyone finds a home in the Teresian
Family. Many who knock at our door, having left everything behind in
their homeland to begin life anew here, find a place at our table where
they can share memories of the past and dreams for their future.
And what we do in Miami? Each of us takes an active role in
carrying out our mission. Some of us stay in touch with our former
alumni, especially from Cuba and Nicaragua, through home visits, special
activities, and events such as the annual banquet and the offering of
flowers to Blessed Mother. We feel especially privileged to accompany
them and their families in their times of sickness and death. One sister
and her team works with the international association of the Friends of
Jesus and Mary. How we love knowing that our Founder Father, St. Henry
de Ossó, is known in almost all of the Caribbean Islands through their
outreach! The Teresians in Action find a place here to gather for
meetings, meals and celebrations, and to plan for the annual Teresian
Family Day Bingo which they help our sisters to carry out. We also enjoy
the many visits of our sisters from others countries who stay with us to
rest, recuperate, conduct business, and visit.
Everything
we
do,
whether big or small, we try to do
with love. Our community in Miami is a place where everyone is
welcome. Only love makes this
achievement possible.
-Sr. Pilar Lecumberri, STJ

Teresian Spirituality Center Retreats
The Teresian Spirituality Center in Covington has offered various retreats and reflections over the past few months.
For the feast of St. Henry de Ossó, several Teresian Associates and friends gathered for a day of reflection. The day
included a mass in honor of St. Henry de Ossó. Fr. Jose Lavastida was the celebrant.
Several young women considering religious life spent the remaining part of the weekend
learning further about
the apostolic life of this
great saint.
More recently,
on March 8, the Teresian
Sisters
sponsored
a
Lenten Retreat “Change
My Heart” for our Teresian friends and Associates.
Sr.
Marina gave a presentation in the morning and that was
followed by a period of personal prayer. Retreatants had the opportunity to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation before
Mass. Fr. Gary Copping served as confessor and presided at the Eucharist. The
retreat ended with a delicious lunch in the Cafeteria.
In conjunction with this retreat, Sr. Gloria and Sr. Marina offered a weekend
retreat for six young women at Avila Center. The six women attended the
morning of reflection with the Associates and had their own sessions in the
evenings at Avila Center. Several of the young women are considering religious
life.
The retreats and days of reflection have been a blessing for those who have
attended and have been a way of sharing in and deepening the Teresian
charism.

Abbey Youth Fest 2014
On March 22 St. Joseph Abbey and Seminary College sponsored Abbey Youth Fest 2014. About 4,600 young people
from several states participated in this event. The majority of the
participants were from Louisiana. The youth groups of Mary, Queen of
Peace and Our Lady of Lourdes in Slidell attended the Festival. Sr. Gina, Sr.
Dolores E. and Sr. Marina were also present at Abbey Youth Fest.
There were several presentations, concerts, and prayer services
throughout the day. Many Religious congregations had booths and gave out
vocational material. Young people had the opportunity to interact with the
religious and learn more about vocations.
Archbishop
Gregory Aymond presided
at the Eucharist in the
evening. At the end of the Mass, he invited all Seminarians and novices to
come to the front and made a Vocation Call. He asked the young people
who were considering priesthood or religious life to stand and come
forward for a blessing. Many of the young people present responded to
the call.
The Festival ended with a candlelight Eucharistic Adoration in the
evening. It is always impressive to witness so many young people praying
in the presence of our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament.

On January 9, Sr. Angela Ros celebrated her 91st
birthday. A few days later on January 19, Sr. Pino Ortega also
celebrated her birthday, but her age is a well kept secret! The sisters hosted a joint birthday celebration at the nursing
home. The Franciscan Sisters of Our Lady of Sorrows, who run and staff the nursing home, and several friends were able to
join the sisters for this special birthday celebration. Sr. Angela even enjoyed a few moments of dancing.

News from St. Francis Nursing Home

Both Sr. Angela and Sr. Pino are doing well and have adapted to their new living situation. They enjoy participating in
various activities at the nursing home including bingo, exercise sessions, and various musical presentations. They also have
daily mass and rosary at the nursing home. Sr. Pino continues her ministry of making rosaries and has several residents
who join her for weekly rosary making sessions.
In addition to regular visits from the community and from many faithful friends, the sisters also enjoy visits from the
Catholic Student Association at San Antonio College. Joseph Liedecke, a former student from St. Teresa’s Academy, and
several of the college students visit with the sisters for Adopt-a-Nun on Monday mornings. They attend mass and then
spend time visiting with the sisters. Both Sr. Pino and Sr. Angela look forward to this time with the college students.
Left: Sr. Josefa de la Nuez, who
now resides in Uvalde, happened
to be visiting the sisters when the
SAC students went to celebrate Las
Posadas.
Right: Sr. Pino Ortega and Sr.
Angela Ros with several of the SAC
students for the Adopt-a-Nun
program.
Our beloved Sr. Ella Garcia died peacefully on December 8, 2013 at
the age of 81. Her beloved Mother Mary came to bring her home on
her feast day. Sr. Ella was born in Cacalomacán, Mexico on February
18, 1932 and entered the Society of St. Teresa of Jesus on May 1,
1949 at St. Teresa’s Academy in San Antonio, Texas. Sr. Ella spent most of her religious life caring for
the needs of the sisters at St. Teresa’s Academy, the novitiate and St. Henry de Ossó community in San
Antonio. She also spent several years serving the community at St. Louis Cathedral in New Orleans.
For several years, beginning in 1986, she served at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in San Antonio as a
Eucharistic Minister. In her later years Sr. Ella enjoyed doing various kinds of handiwork including
crocheting and knitting items for the boutique during the Teresian Family Days in San Antonio and Covington.
Sr. Ella was a woman of prayer and could often be found in the chapel praying. The many people who came to visit
her or who spoke with her on the phone found a listening ear and someone who would pray for their needs and intentions.
She had a wonderful sense of humor which she shared with the community. She was also an avid Spurs fan and enjoyed
watching her beloved team during basketball season.
Sr. Ella’s spirit of humility and acceptance of her many illnesses was inspiring to those around her. Because of her
decreasing health and her need for skilled nursing care, Sr. Ella lived the last 8 months of her life at St. Francis Nursing Home
in San Antonio where she actively participated in daily mass and thoroughly enjoyed the many activities and programs
available to the residents.
May God bless Sr. Ella for her many years of faithful service. We miss you and love you, Ella.

Sr. Ella Garcia, STJ
1932-2013

100 Years of Blessings in Uvalde, TX
On Sunday, November 24 the Teresian Family gathered at Sacred Heart Parish in Uvalde to celebrate 100 years of
Teresian presence in this community. The Most Reverend Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS, Archbishop of San Antonio was the
main celebrant for the mass of thanksgiving. More than 300 friends, co-workers, alumni, Teresian Associates and sisters
joined in the celebration. A choir composed of friends and alumni from Uvalde, San Antonio and beyond and directed by
Mary Aviles led the congregation in song.
After the mass everyone gathered in the parish hall which had been beautifully
decorated by the committee headed by Lena Jo Rodriguez, a Teresian Associate and
long time friend. Everyone enjoyed the delicious refreshments and desserts which were
organized by Patsy Aviles and her committee. A live mariachi band provided wonderful
music and entertainment. The sisters who have ministered in Uvalde enjoyed seeing
many former students and their families. It was a wonderful experience to share stories
and memories and to celebrate the many blessings that have been shared over the last
100 years.

Family Day in Covington

Teresian Family Bingo in Miami
Our Teresian Family Bingo was held
on March 2 at St. Agatha’s Parish
Center. A special word of thanks to
all who made this enjoyable and
successful event possible. We even
had one participant who was 102
years old!

Myra Rita Landry
1932- 2014
Myra Rita Landry, a former
Teresian Sister and an honorary
member of the Society of St. Teresa of
Jesus died peacefully on March 3, 2014 surrounded by
many loved ones. Myra came to know the Teresians as a
student at St. Louis Cathedral and from an early age felt
called to be a part of the community. She entered the
community in 1950 and made her perpetual vows in
1958. She was a kindergarten teacher for several years
and then served as the principal at St. Matthew the
Apostle in River Ridge, LA from 1963-1972 where she was
affectionately called “Mother Myra”. She left the
Teresian Sisters in 1976 in order to care for her ailing
mother.
She became the third generation owner and
operator of The Black Butterfly in the French Quarter and
was a recognized expert on miniatures and collectibles.
Myra remained a close friend of the Teresian
Sisters throughout the years and helped the sisters in
various ways. For many years she helped organize the
Teresian Boutique in Covington during Family Day. In
March 2011 Myra was given honorary membership in the
Society of St. Teresa of Jesus because of her friendship
and close ties with the Teresian Sisters. She was very
touched by this since she always felt she remained a
Teresian at heart.
We miss Myra, but know that she is smiling down
on us from heaven and asking the Lord to bless us.

St. Joseph Statue Renewed
The statue of St. Joseph that was originally in the 2nd
floor hallway of the convent at St. Louis Cathedral has been
restored thanks to the generosity and talent of Patricia Enk, a
Third Order Carmelite and artist who has made repairing and
restoring statues a ministry.
Since the statue was placed by a window that was
open for ventilation it had been exposed to soot, humidity and
lots of dust. Over the years its condition deteriorated. The
paint was peeling in many places and had been darkened by
the dirt and dust it was exposed to.
Patricia began working on the statue in October of
2013 and removed 4 layers of dirt. She then carefully restored
and repainted the statue. On March 19, in honor of his feast
day, Patricia returned the restored statue to the sisters. It now
has a place of honor in the Provincial Offices in Covington.
When thanked for her time and generosity, Patricia
said, “It was an honor to restore St. Joseph, who I love
dearly … God is the one who is mending and repairing
us...restoring His image in our souls. I definitely think that Our
dear Lord lets me do these repairs because He really wants to
work on me more!” We are grateful to Patricia for sharing her
time and talent with us.
Left: St. Joseph
before repairs
Right: Sr.
Martha
Gonzalez and
the newly
restored statue
on the feast of
St. Joseph.
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Mission Statement
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de Ossó,
we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated women
who collaborate with others in bringing forth the reign of God.
Through prayer, education and evangelization,
we seek to know and love Jesus
and to make Him known and loved by all.
We are called to be prophetic signs of God’s merciful love:
protecting Creation,
proclaiming the dignity of all people,
and defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and marginalized.

Visit our website: www.teresians.us
Your generous donations help us to make Jesus known and loved in
our world today.
Special thanks to Kraig Schexnayder of DocuCenter who has helped
make this newsletter possible.

Save the Dates — 2014
Rock-N-Bowl
New Orleans
June 1
Batesville Mission
June 16-22
Society Days
June 29-July 5
Teresian Family Day,
Covington
Sunday, Oct. 12
Teresian Family Day,
San Antonio
Sunday, Nov. 23

