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Reflections on Our Mission
Many organizations today have a mission
statement that defines their purpose in relation to the
world. As Christians, we have a purpose that connects us
both to God and to the world. We are not called to only
pray or perform acts of piety. At the end of every Mass we
are told to "Go forth." That final word doesn't mean to go
home and rest, but to bring to others what we ourselves
have just received. We are all sent out to share God's gifts
with others. We Teresian Sisters have our own special
form of that calling. Recently, we sat down together and
tried to put into words what we think God is calling us to:
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de
Osso, we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated
women who collaborate in bringing forth the reign of God.
All that we are, all that we do, is consecrated to God,
looking to St. Teresa and St. Henry for inspiration and
guidance. Their teachings are an integral part of our
formation, directing our hearts and actions toward God's
kingdom.
Through
prayer,
education and evangelization
we seek to know and love
Jesus and to make Him
known and loved by all. This
is our central goal. We strive,
first of all, to know and love
Jesus while acknowledging
we are far from our goal;
often we are blocked by our
own self-centered vision, our petty demands for control,
comfort, or some kind of payback, whether in the form of
advantages or affirmation. We see prayer as our best hope
of experiencing who Jesus is, so that we can know and love
him more. Our love of God is the source of our primary
mission of helping others to experience God's love.
Because education has always been our special
ministry, in the past we have worked at schools wherever
we have been. But now we recognize that education has
taken many new forms, far beyond the confines of the
classroom. Besides our traditional way of teaching in
Catholic schools, we are now involved in education in its

broader sense: in spiritual direction, pastoral ministry,
parish administration, campus ministry, helping
immigrant women and children, tutoring in literacy and in
GED studies, feeding the hungry, listening to those who
need someone to share with them, walking with those in
ministry. All of our ministries are aimed at leading others
to greater knowledge and understanding, helping them to
know the God who loves us beyond all measure.
We are called to be prophetic signs of God's
merciful love. Prophetic actions and words dare to
contradict the sinful aspects of the culture of the day, no
matter who may embrace them. Mother Teresa, Francis
of Assisi, Dorothy Day, and Pope Francis are wonderful
models of those whose lives challenge the dominant
culture. We, too, are called to be daring, to take risks, to
act against the sin of our own culture.
Protecting Creation. Our earth has been ravaged,
at times out of ignorance, at times out of greed. Now,
more than ever, we must speak up and do all we can to
"care for our common home", as Pope Francis urged us,
recognizing it as a sacred gift, one that is in grave danger
and can no longer be taken for granted.
Proclaiming the dignity of all people, and
defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and
marginalized. Justice is clearly essential to the call of all
Christians, and must be part of all our actions. We are one
on this earth, and each one of us belongs to God. There is
no one who can be treated unjustly in God's kingdom, no
one who can be despised, no one who doesn't merit
being heard and treated with deep respect. We must
especially seek out the many who have been cast aside in
this world, recognizing them as Jesus himself. And finding
the little ones, we must try to right the wrongs
committed against them.
This is how we Teresian Sisters see our mission in
this Province. We invite each one of you to consider this
mission prayerfully. Can you embrace it and live it out -as you are able -- in your own life? May God grant each
one of us the grace to do our part to bring forth the
kingdom.
-Sr. Judy Roxborough, STJ

Our Heartfelt Thank You to Flood Relief Donors and Volunteers
Thank you for all you did and gave to help us recover from
the unprecedented rainfall in March of this year resulting in
the historical flooding in Covington. Your generous
contributions helped us put our Teresian Spirituality Center
back together again. We, in turn, were able to offer our
retreat house for a short while to a family displaced from the
equally historical flooding in Baton Rouge in August as they
searched for a place to live—and we will continue to look for
ways to help others in their recovery process because of
caring people like you. Please accept our prayers on your
behalf and our deepest appreciation.
–Sr. Gina Geraci, STJ and Your Teresian Sisters

Summer Missions Provide an Interprovincial Experience
This year’s summer missions in Batesville and La Pryor, TX had an interprovincial flavor. Two novices from Mexico,
Marbella Rodriguez and Mariana Gomez Hernandez, along with Sr. Rosa Elena Calcena, who is part of the Continental
Novitiate community, were able to come from Colombia for two weeks to participate in the summer missions at St.
Patrick and St. Joseph. The experience allowed the novices to know a little of the reality of the mission of the Society in
the United States. It also allowed the sisters of this province the opportunity to get to know some of our newer members
from other countries where Teresians are in mission. Several volunteers from Texas and Louisiana were also able to
participate in the mission, and enjoyed meeting other Teresians from America. Everyone was blessed by the experience
of sharing life, prayer, and mission as we sought to serve the people of Batesville and La Pryor.

Six Teresians from 4 countries:
Left (front to back) Mariana– Mexico,
Sr. Berta– Nicaragua, Marbella-Mexico
Right: Sr. Rosa Elena– Paraguay,
Sr. Dolores and Sr. Clarice– USA

Do you know someone who might have a vocation?
Contact: Sr. Clarice Suchy, STJ
e-mail: claricestj@yahoo.com
Phone: (210)532-7303

STJ Vocation Corner

Highlighting New Teresian Ministries
Catholic Charities and Immigrant Women and Children, San Antonio, TX
Few times in my life have I thanked God so much for being bilingual as when I
sit at the Greyhound bus station with scared, lost moms and their children. These are
the hero moms, who leave the little they had in El Salvador, Honduras, or Guatemala,
in the hope of finding safety and a fresh start. They travel through Central America
and Mexico and encounter the US Border Patrol, who take them to Texas detention
centers. Some weeks or months later a friend or family member somewhere in the US
buys them a bus ticket, and they
are dropped at Greyhound, with
no idea of how to take the bus to
find their friend.
Sometimes they are met
by Catholic Charities volunteers
like me. We talk and pray
together, laugh and cry. We go
over each step of their trip, so
they'll know how many times and
how to change buses, how many
Some of the mothers and their children days it will all take, and what
with backpacks and supplies from
time they will arrive. They look at
Catholic Charities.
me so gratefully, and many Sr. Amelia enjoys a coloring activity with one of the
remind me that "our God" will never leave us alone. Faith you can cut children.
with a knife.
-Sr. Amelia Ibarra, STJ

St. Mary’s Academy, New Orleans, LA
My new ministry reminds me of an old joke: What did the acorn say when it grew up?
“Gee, I'm a TREE!” After many years teaching middle school math, science, computer skills,
and running schools, I have returned to teach high school geometry. I had forgotten how
much I love math. My poor students will have to put up with a teacher that gets really excited
about a page full of mathematical problems. I can only hope my "mental condition" will be
contagious. Few people know or remember that it was once predicted that I would become a
nutty professor spilling out all kinds of formulas wearing an old lab coat and an Einstein
hairdo. Apparently, even lower classmates knew about my affinity for math and science. I
still recall the day I fell in love with math. My second grade teacher compared numbers to
God. She said they were infinite like God. At the early age of seven I was blown away by the
divine qualities of numbers and God's mathematical
creativity. I think it is just one of my gifts.
Sadly, math is not a common love. In recent
years , American students have scored quite poorly in
comparison to the rest of the world. Improving the
mastery of math skills is one of our most challenging
national goals. I am honored to be a catalyst in providing a challenging curriculum at St.
Mary's Academy. Collaborating with the Holy Family Sisters gives me the opportunity to
engage in our Teresian teaching apostolate.
From the desk of Sr. Mary Lou Aldape, STJ

Magnificat House of Discernment, New Orleans, LA
The Magnificat House of Discernment of the
Archdiocese of New Orleans is “…a house of
discernment where women, guided by religious
mentors and a supportive community, may live
together…to deepen their relationship with God and
to discern their vocational call.” (MH brochure). The
religious sisters of the Archdiocese agreed to
collaborate with the different criteria necessary to
maintain this ministry. One of the areas of
collaboration is having sisters reside in the house of
discernment for a two year period as “resident
mentors” for the young women who come to live and
discern at Magnificat House.
In June, Sr. Beth Fitzpatrick, Vicar of Religious
for the Archdiocese of New Orleans, contacted our
provincial, Sr. Gina Geraci to invite our community to
consider collaborating with the mission of Magnificat
House by having a Teresian Sister serve as a “resident
Sr. Gloria (right) and other mentors at Magnificat House.
mentor”. After prayerful discernment, we agreed to
accept this mission, and on September 5, 2016 I moved into the Magnificat House of Discernment.
In conjunction with my ministry as Spiritual Director of the Archdiocesan Spirituality Center, I hope and pray that
God will continue to grant me the graces to fulfill this call and help those who are discerning deepen their relationship with
God.
-Sr. Gloria Murillo, STJ

St. Joseph, La Pryor and St. Patrick, Batesville, TX- Love Brings You Home

Sr. Berta and Fr. Gustavo Ortega, pastor of St. Joseph and St.
Patrick meet to do some planning for the year.

Last April Sr. Gina asked me what I thought about
moving to Uvalde. I answered, “I came to this Province to
go wherever you need me.”
Thirty-six years ago I spent one day in Uvalde and
I had the thought, “Jesus is waiting for me there.” In
June I moved to Uvalde and was able to participate in the
missions in Batesville and La Pryor. These missions were
a good beginning: quiet times of preparation and prayer
before the activities with the children; special moments
praying and cooking with the ladies in 100+ degrees and
evenings sharing and praying with the team. The
presence of the Lord was clear.
On August 1, I officially began my ministry at St.
Joseph, La Pryor. A new mission was waiting for me. I
have enjoyed every day. For the past eight years the Lord
has been preparing me to find Him in these places and
among these people. When I was unpacking I found a
decoration that summarizes my experience: “Life takes
you places, Love brings you home.”
- Sr. Berta Montiel, STJ

STJ Continental Financial Team and MACC, San Antonio, TX
My main ministry at this time is for the Society of St.
Teresa, now in a process of reorganization in all our provinces.
I was asked to be a member of the Continental Financial team
for the Americas (North, South and Central America). Our
team is now visiting all the provinces of the Americas to help
them in their finances so that we can continue to work with
those in need. It's a tremendous task, with many challenges,
especially with so much travel and dealing with different
realities, but very worthwhile.

Sr. Maritza Cisneros, Sr. Josefina De La Mora, and Sr. Luiza
Tessari meet in Uruguay.
On a completely different note, I also work with MACC
(Mexican American Catholic College) in San Antonio, mentoring
Latin American sisters who come to work throughout the United
States to help serve the growing Hispanic population. Besides
personally accompanying many of them, I also provide resources
for the Sisters to continue their human, pastoral, and spiritual
formation, a ministry that is very close to my heart.

The group of Hispanic Sisters that Sr. Maritza is
accompanying through MACC

-Sr. Maritza Cisneros, STJ

St. Francis Nursing Home, San Antonio, TX
Our sisters at St. Francis Nursing Home support our ministries with their
prayers. In addition to this vital prayer ministry, Sr. Pino Ortega and her
friend Yolanda meet with several of the residents each week to make rosaries
to give to the missions and to people in San Antonio. She enjoys teaching the
residents how to make rosaries.
Sr. Josefa de la Nuez works with some of the other residents who sort beans
each week. Sr. Angela Ros enjoys walking in the garden, visiting with other
residents, and greets everyone with a warm and welcoming smile wherever
she goes.

Rock-N-Bowl

The Annual Rock-N-Bowl took place on June 5. There was a wonderful turnout, and we would like to thank Lynda
Santopadre and our wonderful coordinating committee who made it the most successful Rock-n-Bowl ever.

St. Matthew the Apostle School Wall of Honor
St. Matthew the Apostle Catholic School in River Ridge dedicated its Wall of Honor, located in the foyer of the
school in front of the main office, to several longtime members of the school community, including the Teresian Sisters
who founded the school and staffed it for 31 years. “Between 1960 and 1991, fifty-six Teresian sisters, including five who
served as principal, became the cornerstone and foundation of our school,” read the plaque held by Sr. Gina. “The
Teresian spirituality, charism, values and traditions still remain in the hearts and actions of our students and faculty
today. The Teresian Sisters live up to St. Henry de Osso’s motto and always give their ‘All for Jesus.’”
The ceremony was preceded by a warm welcome and mass with the school children and followed by cake and coffee
provided by the Home and School Association.

Pictured from left are:
Principal Dennis Panepinto:
Mary Ann Broussard, 1st grade teacher for 30 years;
Elizabeth Denham, 3rd grade teacher for 34 years;
Patsy White, 3rd grade and art teacher for 48 years;
Sr. Gina Geraci, Provincial of the Teresian Sisters;
Pastor Joseph Tran; and Vice-Principal James Paci.
(Not pictured are Dot Clary, school secretary for 42
years and Miki Steger, 4th grade teacher and librarian
for 30 years.)

Covington

San Antonio

Sunday, October 9, 2016
Outdoor Mass at 11:00 a.m.

Sunday, November 20, 2016
Mass at 3:00 p.m.

Celebrant: Abbot Justin Brown, OSB

Meal provided by “Celebrations”

Lunch will be provided, but feel free to bring your own picnic
basket.
Visit our Teresian Boutique for your
Christmas Shopping and take advantage of our great sale

prices.

Teresian Sisters
18080 St. Joseph Way
Covington, LA 70435
For more information call
Covington (985)893-1470

New Frontiers Charter School
4018 S. Presa
San Antonio, TX
(parking and entrance through Fair Avenue)
COME AND SHARE MEMORIES
RENEW OLD FRIENDSHIPS
HAVE FUN
For more information:
call Teresian Sisters: (210) 532-7303

Congratulations to our raffle winners!
First Prize: Cheryl & Bruce Gerdhart (Mandeville, LA)
Second Prize: Ramon Gonzalez (Miami, FL)
Third Prize: Marty & Larry Buckles (Atlanta, GA)
Fourth Prize: Kitty & Domingo Setien (San Antonio, TX)
Fifth Prize: Josephine Hogan (Kenner, LA)

Society of St. Teresa of Jesus
Teresian Sisters
18080 St. Joseph Way
Covington, LA 70435-5623

Mission Statement
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de Ossó,
we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated women
who collaborate with others in bringing forth the reign of God.
Through prayer, education and evangelization,
we seek to know and love Jesus
and to make Him known and loved by all.
We are called to be prophetic signs of God’s merciful love:
protecting Creation,
proclaiming the dignity of all people,
and defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and marginalized.

Contact us at 985-893-1470 and www.teresians.us
or visit our new website www.teresiansisters.org
(Coming soon!)
Your generous donations help us to make Jesus known and loved in
our world today.
Special thanks to Kraig Schexnayder of DocuCenter who has helped
make this newsletter possible.
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Save the Dates 2016-17
October 9
Teresian Family Day, Covington, Mass and
Lunch, 11 am-3 pm
October 23
Teresian Alumni Mass and Luncheon, Miami,
11 am-3 pm
November 20
Teresian Family Day, San Antonio, 3 pm
December 3
Advent Morning of Reflection, Covington, 9 am1 pm
January 28
Feast Day celebration of St. Henry de Osso,
Covington
March 11
Lenten Morning of Reflection, Covington,
9 a.m.-1 p.m.
March 25
Abbey Youth Fest, Covington, all day

