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Called to Love with “A Love that Costs Dearly”
We all know that Teresa’s invitation to prayer is
grounded on our human need to love and to be loved. In
order to connect with the Friend who lives within, we need
to learn how to love. After examining in the last issue the
meaning and scope of our prayer life, let us explore today
what that expression “to love and to be loved” truly means
in Teresa’s understanding.
Gifted by nature with a
loving disposition, she
managed, from her first
years in the convent, to
practice the kind of love
she will later recommend
to others: “I saw some new
virtues arise in me: …not
speaking evil of anyone, no
matter how slight, but
ordinarily avoiding all
fault-finding… It became
generally
known
that
where I was present there
was no talking behind
anyone’s back.” (L. 6, 3)
What a beautiful witness! Can that also be said of us?
Could we strive to imitate that Teresian practice in the
everyday life situations in which we find ourselves?
Despite such healthy beginnings, Teresa had to
learn the hard way how to harness her capacity to love. By
the time she writes about it, she had already walked many
painful steps on the road to her affective maturity.
Referring to the years following her sickness, when her
distracting friendships had become major obstacles to her
prayer life, she portrays her spiritual double reality in
these words: “I was living an extremely burdensome life,
because in prayer I understood more clearly my faults. On
the one hand God was calling me; on the other hand I was
following the world. All the things of God made me happy;
those of the world held me bound… and so I was not able
to shut myself within myself; instead, I shut within myself
a thousand vanities.” (L. 7, 17)
It was not until God’s grace with its liberating

effect took over that Teresa was able to teach us about
the two kinds of love between which she had been torn
apart. From her own experience of the first one, “the
base attachments that have usurped the name
“love” (WP. 6, 7), she warns us: “Let us not allow our wills
to be slaves to anyone, save to the One who bought it
with His blood. Be aware that, without understanding
how, you will find yourselves so attached that you will be
unable to manage the attachment.” (WP 4, 8)
True love, the one she desires not only for her
reformed monasteries but for every Christian, “is a love
that costs dearly. This person does everything he/she can
for the other’s benefit and would lose a thousand lives
that a little good might come to the other soul. O
precious love that imitates the Commander-in-chief of
love, Jesus, our Good!” (WP 6, 9)
It is this Commander-in-chief of love who gave us
His new commandment. “…the Lord asks of us only two
things: love of His Majesty and love of our neighbor... The
most certain sign as to whether or not we are observing
these two laws is whether we observe well the love of
neighbor. We cannot know whether or not we love God,
although there are strong indications for recognizing that
we love Him; but we can know whether we love our
neighbor. And be certain that the more advanced you see
you are in love for your neighbor the more advanced you
will be in the love of God…(IC V, 3, 7-8)
Honest evaluation of our love for our brothers
and sisters will keep us grounded in truth, in the reality of
our love for God. “We shouldn’t build castles in the air.

From the Provincial
At his most recent Wednesday audience, Pope Francis spoke of communion—the
anniversary of his own first communion he celebrated that very day and the communion we
all share as sisters and brothers of Christ. “…let us walk together,” he urged, “praying for
one another and doing works of charity. And like this, we are in communion on the
journey…on the path of life, everyone together in our faith, in Jesus Christ the Lord… [not
only] with the brothers and sisters of our Church, but also in communion with those who
belong to different communities but who believe in Jesus. Let us thank the Lord for our
Baptism, let us thank the Lord for our communion, in order that this communion become
joint communion with everyone, together.”
It was for this very reason—to increase our communion and solidarity with others—that a group of Teresian
Sisters met in the shadow of the Virgin Mary from September 15th to September 29th in Fatima, Portugal. Jesus’ invitation
to all of us to live in communion with everyone, sharing table with one another, impels us to relate to others in a way that
recognizes the value of every person and makes us equals; to commit ourselves to justice, the dignity of persons and the
integrity of creation; and to educate in a way that liberates, transforms and makes us more human. Jesus calls us as the
Teresian Family—together with our co-workers and communities—to strive for this communion.
But not only do meetings and ministry bring us together as a family, celebrations
can do the same, too. The year starting this October 15th ushers in a host of reasons to
celebrate—the opening of the V Centennial of St. Teresa’s birth; the 100th anniversary of
the arrival of the Teresian Sisters and the beginning of the Teresian Family in New Orleans
and in Cuba; and Family Days in San Antonio, New Orleans and Miami, to name just a few.
These “Family Reunions” are a time to share family stories and family history, to welcome
new members as the family tree grows and to reconnect with those we know well, to
honor those who have gone before us and to remember the love they shared with this
family. We hope that in the year to come, we become more familiar with our Teresian
Family story in order to strengthen our family bonds of communion.
And as we celebrate our long history together, we also celebrate our heritage, the
legacy left to us by our founder, St. Henry de Ossó, and our patron saint, Teresa of Avila. I
encourage each one of you to participate in the celebrations in your area in a spirit of
thanksgiving and gratitude. Let us ask the Lord to use us as signs of hope and communion
right where we are as we share His life with our sisters and brothers.
-Sr. Gina Geraci, STJ
(Continued from page 1)

The Lord doesn’t look so much at the greatness of our works as at the love with which they are done. And if we do what
we can, His Majesty will enable us each day to do more and more.”(IC VII, 4, 15)
Small acts of love for our brothers and sisters, hard to perform at times, will be our daily way to test our love for
God. “Force your will to do the will of your sisters in everything even though you may lose your rights; forget your own
good for their sakes no matter how much resistance your nature puts up; and, when the occasion arises, strive to accept
work yourself so as to relieve your neighbor of it. Don’t think
that it won’t cost you anything or that you will find everything
done for you. Look at what Jesus’ love for us cost Him; in order The Lord never tires of giving...
to free us from death, He died that most painful death of the
Let us not tire of receiving.
cross.” (IC V, 3, 12)
The challenge is clear. During this Centennial Year,
Teresa invites us to strengthen in us the first pre-requisite for
prayer, “love for one another” (WP 4, 4) She sets the pace. Let’s
follow!
-Sr. Angeles Sendin, STJ

Annual Teresian Summer Missions in Batesville and Mt. Pleasant
Our annual mission at St. Patrick’s Church in Batesville took place June 16-22.
Sisters Dolores Aviles, Isabel Ordono and Clarice Suchy, six young women from Louisiana
and Texas, and several Teresian Associates spent the week putting on a Vacation Bible
School for the children of Batesville. Songs, puppets, skits, bible stories and lessons
about the Catholic faith were part of the activities each day. About 60 children ages 4-12
participated throughout the week. Several of the women from the parish also joined Sr.
Isabel for some time of reflection and faith sharing each day.
In July, Sr. Dolores Aviles, her sisters Mary and
Ana Maria, as well as many volunteers from St.
Michael’s Parish in Mt. Pleasant hosted a
vacation bible school for the children of the
parish. Approximately 145 children attended
the program this year.

The programs at both of these poor mission parishes
help to provide faith formation in a fun and engaging
way during the summer months. The sisters and
volunteers strive to show God’s love and compassion to
the children and their families. It is our hope that our
presence among them helps to kindle the flame of faith
in their hearts so that they themselves become faithful
disciples of Jesus.

Vocation Corner– Nurturing Our Call
Each of us who is baptized has a God-given vocation in life. For most people that vocation is to marriage and family
life. We know what an important witness strong Catholic families are in our world today. Some men and women are called
to a vocation to the single life, witnessing to God through their daily lives and their work. Some men are called to service in
the Church as ordained priests. Finally, some men and women are called to consecrate their lives totally to God and God’s
people through a vocation to religious life. Each vocation is important and integral to the life of the Church and to bringing
about the Reign of God in our world.
So how do we know what our vocation is? Perhaps it would be nice if God would send us an e-mail or a text that
tells us what our call in life is. It would certainly make things simpler. But that is not how God invites us to discover our
vocation. Instead God works in the silence of our hearts where He places the deepest desires we have to know him and to
follow him. In order to discover our vocation we must be willing to spend time getting to know ourselves and these desires
within us. We must also become aware of the gifts we have been given and how those gifts might best be used to serve
God and God’s people. Daily prayer and reflection as well as talking with a spiritual director can also help us to notice the
ways in which God is calling us to follow. If we ask God to show us our vocation we can trust that with time we will discover
how we are called, and we will find true joy in choosing this way. After all, God knows our deepest longings and wants only
the best for us. Let’s trust God with our lives, knowing he will lead the way!
For more info about the Teresian Sisters:
e-mail teresianvocations@yahoo.com

Teresian Sisters Gather for Annual Summer Meetings-Society Days

From June 28-July 5 the sisters gathered together in
Covington, Louisiana for our annual summer meetings also
known as Society Days. These days are times for gathering
together, celebrating our religious life, growing in
community as a province, reflecting on our journey for the
past year and planning for the future. Among the topics
discussed this year were vocations, our individual call to live
our Teresian vocation, and mission advancement. Reports
from various international meetings were given, and the
sisters reviewed their progress in the strategic plan for the
future. The sisters also discussed plans for the celebration
of the 5th Centennial of St. Teresa’s birth in our various
places of ministry and for the 100 year celebration of
Teresian presence in Louisiana.
Our meetings ended with a festive mass and
celebration of our 6 sisters who celebrate jubilees this year.
Many of our Teresian Associates, members of the Teresian
family and our friends also joined us for this special day of
celebration.

Congratulations, Jubilarians!

Sr. Mary Lou Aldape, Sr. Isabel Ordono, Sr. Enedina Rodriguez, Sr.
Judy Roxborough, Sr. Cecilia Castillo, and Sr. Maria Josefa de la Nuez.

This year six sisters celebrate jubilees in the
Society of St. Teresa of Jesus. In a special mass of
thanksgiving in Covington on July 5 we took time to
celebrate God’s fidelity to our sisters and their faithful
and joyful responses to God’s invitation to them so many
years ago. Sr. Maria Josefa de la Nuez celebrates 60 years
as a Teresian. Sr. Maria Isabel Ordono and Sr. Enedina
Rodriguez celebrate 50 years. Sr. Maria Luisa Aldape
celebrates 40 years and Sr. Cecilia Castillo and Sr. Judy
Roxborough celebrate 25 years in the Society. That’s 250
years of living out our Teresian charism of “knowing and
loving Jesus and making him known and loved.”
Congratulations to our sisters! May you continue to
respond generously to God’s invitation in your lives.

Teresian Associates in Louisiana Renew Their Commitments

Kenneth Cognevich makes
his first commitment as a
Teresian Associate and his
wife, June, renewed her
commitment.

Fourteen
Teresian
Associates
from
Louisiana
renewed their commitments
during a special mass on July 5 in
Covington at the St. Henry de Ossó
Chapel.
As Associates they
promise to live out and share the
spirituality and charism of St.
Teresa and St. Henry de Ossó in
their daily lives and in their places
of work.
Congratulations to our
Associates. We are grateful for
the ways in which you share the
Teresian charism with us. All for
Jesus!

New Provincial Leadership Team
On July 1, 2014 our new provincial
leadership team was installed. Sr. Gina
Geraci will serve as Provincial for the next
three years. Sr. Marina Aranzabal is the Vice
Provincial and Sr. Judy Roxborough and Sr.
Clarice Suchy are Councilors. May God bless
them in their service of leadership to the
province of St. Francis de Sales.

Rock-N-Bowl a Huge Success
Each year the Rock-N-Bowl fundraiser improves and this year was no exception. According to Sr. Isabel Ordono it
was the best ever. A total of 265 people enjoyed delicious food, time for bowling and dancing to the music of the
band. A silent auction, a wheel of prizes and the ever popular 50/50 were also part of the event. A great time was
enjoyed by all who attended and over $17,000 was raised to support the mission of the Teresian Sisters. A special
thank you to the Rock-N-Bowl committee who helped to make this an A+ event.

Upcoming Events
PILGRIMAGE
TO SPAIN
& LOURDES

San Antonio - Sunday, November 23, 2014
Mass at 3:00 p.m. followed by “merienda”
Don’t forget to visit our Teresian Boutique for
your early Christmas Shopping!
For more information call 985-893-1470

Miami’s annual
October 26, 2014
For more information, please, call 305-554-4346

Join us for a morning of reflection during the busiest
season of the year. We need to pause and prepare
our hearts for the arrival of God’s greatest gift to us,
Jesus, His Son.
COVINGTON: Saturday, December 6
MIAMI: Saturday, December 13
TIME: 9 a.m. to 12 noon (Eucharistic celebration
included)
For more information or to register call:
985-893-1470 (Covington)
305-753-9271 (Miami)

Our Associates
in Louisiana help
to pick the
winning tickets
for the raffle.

IN HONOR OF
ST. TERESA’S
5th CENTENNIAL OF BIRTH
Sponsored by the Teresian Sisters
When: April 28 – May 7 (in Spanish)
June 8 - 18 (in English)
Places to visit: Barcelona, Montserrat, Lourdes, Loyola,
Avila, Alba, Salamanca, Madrid, and some other
cities.
************************
Please, send a copy of the brochure:
in Spanish _______ or in English ________to:
NAME _______________________________________
ADDRESS _____________________________________
CITY__________________ STATE ______________
ZIP CODE ___________ TELEPHONE_________________
E-MAIL ___________________________________
Send the request to:
Sr. Isabel Ordono, STJ
18080 St. Joseph Way
Covington, LA 70435
or e-mail: maisastj@aol.com

Congratulations!

Society of St. Teresa of Jesus
Teresian Sisters
18080 St. Joseph Way
Covington, LA 70435-5623

Mission Statement
Inspired by St. Teresa of Jesus and St. Henry de Ossó,
we Teresian Sisters are a community of consecrated women
who collaborate with others in bringing forth the reign of God.
Through prayer, education and evangelization,
we seek to know and love Jesus
and to make Him known and loved by all.
We are called to be prophetic signs of God’s merciful love:
protecting Creation,
proclaiming the dignity of all people,
and defending justice, in solidarity with the poor and marginalized.

Visit our website: www.teresians.us
Contact us– Teresian Sisters- 985-893-1470

Your generous donations help us to make Jesus known and loved in
our world today.
Special thanks to Kraig Schexnayder of DocuCenter who has helped
make this newsletter possible.
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Save the Dates 2014-15
Teresian Alumni Luncheon
Miami
Sunday, October 26
Teresian Family Day,
San Antonio
Sunday, Nov. 23
Advent Retreat
Covington– December 6
Miami– December 13
Teresian Pilgrimages
April 28-May 7, 2015
(Spanish)
June 8-18, 2015 (English)

